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BASIC CONCEPTS OF
MUSIC AND RHYTHM
NOTATION

Melody, Harmony, and Rhythm

All music is made up of elements of melody,
harmony, and rhythm. Melody is the rising
and falling of single notes. Harmony is the
vertical structure of two or more notes
sounding at the same time. Rhythm is the
sometimes even, sometimes jagged, heart-
beat of musical sounds over time.

A goal of this book is to help guitarists
identify the elements of melody, harmony,
and rhythm in contemporary guitar music.

Units of Measurement

Intervals describe the difference in pitch be-
tween notes. Intervals are measured wth
half steps and whole steps. A half step on the
guitar is one fret. A whole step is two frets.
Intervals are melodic or harmonic.

Combinations of long and short notes
create rhythms. Duration describes how
long a note or chord sounds. The beat is the
unit of measurement of duration. Short
notes last for fractions of a beat. Long notes
last for several or many beats. Tempo is
measured by the number of beats per
minute.

The Musical Alphabet

Notes named by one of the first seven letters
of the alphabet are called natural notes:
A—B—C—D—E—F—G. Most adjacent nat-
ural notes are separated by a whole step.
The exceptions are B and C, and E and F,
which are separated by a half step. Learn
the intervals between the natural notes. Fig-
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