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ACCOMPANIMENT STYLES
STRUMMING PATTERNS

The Accompaniment Style
of Guitar Playing

This chapter begins a study of three types of
accompaniments: strumming patterns,
strumming patterns with bass notes, and
fingerpicking patterns. In each, the left hand
plays chords while the right hand maintains
a steady rhythm. The study of accompani-
ment guitar styles develops playing skills
and helps to discover and understand the
elements of music—melody, harmony, and
rhythm—in different styles of guitar playing.
Transcriptions of recorded guitar playing
illustrate the techniques and concepts.

Strumming Patterns

Quarter Note Strums

A quarter note strum is one strum on every
beat. A strum on each beat provides strong
momentum. The exact number of strings hit
depends upon how much sound you want.
The more strings you strike, the fuller and
louder the sound of the accompaniment.
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Strums on every beat can be heard
clearly in “Get Back” by the Beatles, “My
Generation” by the Who, and “Roxanne” by
the Police. In these examples, each beat is
accented equally.

A simple variation is produced by ac-
centing the second and fourth beat. Listen
to “Midnight Hour” by Wilson Pickett, “Get
Off My Cloud” by the Rolling Stones, and
“Taxman” and “Sergeant Pepper’s Lonely
Hearts Club Band"” by the Beatles for exam-
ples of strong accents on the second and
fourth beats.

Eighth Note Strums

Eighth note strumming patterns are heard
in many styles of music. Eighth note pat-
terns are played with either alternating
down and up strokes or with all down-
strokes. Two downstrokes per beat requires
twice as much arm movement as alternate
down- and upstrokes.

An eighth note strumming pattern is
made more interesting by striking the bass
strings on the first and third beats and the
treble strings on the second and fourth




For use by individual, class, orchestra or online students only modernclassicsguitar.com



For use by individual, class, orchestra or online students only modernclassicsguitar.com



For use by individual, class, orchestra or online students only modernclassicsguitar.com



For use by individual, class, orchestra or online students only modernclassicsguitar.com



For use by individual, class, orchestra or online students only modernclassicsguitar.com



