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NOTES ON THE
FRETBOARD:
CHANGING CHORDS

Know the names of the notes in order to
communicate intelligently with other musi-
cians and also to create bass runs, bass
lines, riffs, and solos. Knowing the location
and names of all the notes on the guitar ena-
bles a guitarist to construct chords and to
find fingering patterns for scales.

Begin the task of learning all the notes
of the fretboard with natural notes in first
position. Natural notes are named without
sharps or flats. First position includes the
open strings and the first four frets.

Natural Notes in First Position

The location of the notes is indicated by
numbers in the staff notation of Figure 8-1.
The numbers in circles stand for strings.
Numbers next to the notes represent left
hand fingers. In first position, the first finger
plays first fret notes, second finger plays
second fret notes, and third finger plays
third fret notes. For example, on the sixth
string, E is the open string, F is played with
the first finger on the first fret and G is
played with the third finger on the third fret.
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The grid diagram on the bottom of Fig-
ure 8-1 also shows the location of natural
notes in first position. These are the impor-
tant guidelines for playing the scale:

1. As with all scales, sustain each note un-
til the next one sounds.

2. Keep fingers down. Leave the first
finger on first fret F when adding the
third finger to third fret G.

3. Each finger stays as close as possible to
its fret and points toward the strings in
preparation for playing its note.

4. When descending, lifting fingers off the
strings too early causes ghost notes.
Lift fingers to play the next lower note
just as the right hand is about to strike
the string.

5. Practice the scale slowly enough so
that every note is played evenly, both
ascending and descending. There
should be no break in tempo when
changing strings.

6. Name the notes as you play them.

Use any of the following right hand patterns:
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