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MAJOR SCALE
INTERVALS AND CHORD
CONSTRUCTION

The difference in pitch between notes is
called an interval. The study of intervals is a
study of sounds. Understanding intervals
helps to explain the construction of melo-
dies, chords, progressions, riffs, and im-
provisations.

This chapter examines intervals with
reference to major scales. Each interval is
illustrated with melodic fragments from
well-known songs. The terminology used
here is generally understood by musicians.

Major Scale Intervals

Each note in a major scale implies a unique
relationship and sound: the interval from
the root of the scale to that note. These ma-
jor scale intervals are the standards by
which all musical intervals are recognized
and measured.

Nonscale Notes

Each octave of a major scale contains eight
notes. Between the scale degrees are five ad-
ditional notes. In C major, for example, Ci or

Db, Df or Eb, F¥ or Gh, Gt or Ab, and Af or Bb
are not on the C scale.

Nonscale notes are identified as altera-
tions of the nearest scale tone. Accidentals
are used to identify nonscale notes. For ex-
ample, Eb is the flat 3rd and G# is the sharp
5th of the C major scale.

Harmonic and Melodic Intervals

Two notes played at the same time form a
harmonic interval. Chords are composed of
harmonic intervals. Figure 10-1 shows eight
harmonic intervals on the C major scale.

Two notes played in sequence form a
melodic interval. Figure 10-2 shows melodic
intervals on the C major scale. The location
of the notes is the same as shown in the tab-
lature of Figure 10-1. Listen to the sound of
the harmonic and melodic intervals played
on the guitar.

Naming Major Scale Intervals

The scale degree, or number, which
identifies the position of a note in the scale
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