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SINGLE NOTE STYLES:
SCALES

Rhythm guitarists are skilled in playing
chords; lead guitarists are skilled in playing
scales. The rhythm guitarist strums chords
in time with the bass and drums. The lead
guitarist plays short melodic phrases called
hooks, riffs, or fills, or instrumental solos.

Practicing Scales

The study of scales and scale patterns
should supplement a repertoire of song
melodies, authentic riffs, transcribed solos,
and creative imagination. The more melo-
dies and solos you can play, the more mean-
ingful and useful the study of scale patterns
becomes. This chapter focuses on com-
monly used pentatonic and major scale pat-
terns. The scale patterns introduced in this
chapter are used in all styles of lead guitar

playing.

Pentatonic Scales

Pentatonic scales are each made up of five
different notes. The major pentatonic and
minor pentatonic scales are among the

110

most commonly used scales in contempo-
rary popular music. The structure of penta-
tonic scales is expressed in terms of major
scale degrees.

The Major Pentatonic Scale

The major pentatonic scale characterizes
the sound of country, bluegrass, and other
folk guitar styles, but is also heard in blues,
jazz, and heavy metal playing. The scale
contains the 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 5th, and 6th de-
grees of the major scale. The C major penta-
tonic scale consists of the notes C—D—
E—G—A. Fill in the major pentatonic scale
chart.

The Minor Pentatonic Scale

The minor pentatonic scale characterizes
the sound of blues and rock guitar styles
and contains the 1st, flat 3rd, 4th, 5th, and
flat 7th degrees of the major scale. The C mi-
nor pentatonic scale consists of the notes
C-Eb—F-G-Bb. Fill in the minor pentatonic
scale chart.



For use by individual, class, orchestra or online students only modernclassicsguitar.com



For use by individual, class, orchestra or online students only modernclassicsguitar.com



For use by individual, class, orchestra or online students only modernclassicsguitar.com



For use by individual, class, orchestra or online students only modernclassicsguitar.com



For use by individual, class, orchestra or online students only modernclassicsguitar.com



For use by individual, class, orchestra or online students only modernclassicsguitar.com



For use by individual, class, orchestra or online students only modernclassicsguitar.com



For use by individual, class, orchestra or online students only modernclassicsguitar.com



